
















Andrus Family Board Members

Andrus Family Fund
330 Madison Avenue, 30th Floor
New York, New York 10017

Please send your email address 
to us at info@affund.org.

D
esign: W

ajskol Inc.

Andrus on Hudson
Colby Andrus 
Carol Cardon
Kathryn Downes
Josephine B. Lowman
Frederick F. Moon III
Michael S. Spensley
Samuel S. Thorpe III

Helen Andrus Benedict 
Foundation
Colby Andrus 
Carol Cardon
Kathryn Downes
Josephine Lowman
Frederick F. Moon III
Michael S. Spensley
Samuel S. Thorpe III

Surdna Foundation, Inc.
Elizabeth H. Andrus
John E. Andrus III
Pamela Brill, Ed.D.
Lawrence S.C. Griffith, MD
John F. Hawkins
Sandra T. Kaupe
Josephine B. Lowman
John J. Lynagh
Michael S. Spensley
Edith D. Thorpe
Samuel S. Thorpe III

Andrus Family Fund
Davis Milligan Benedict
Caitlin Boger-Hawkins
Mark C. Bradley
Carra M. Cote
Angela P. Earley
L.S. Cameron Griffith
Kelly Davenport Nowlin
Laurie Davenport Stavisky
Timothy D. Thorpe
Peter C. Voorhees
Elizabeth M. Wilson
Shari Taylor Wilson

Julia Dyckman Andrus Memorial
Elizabeth H. Andrus
John E. Andrus III
Phillip Andrus, MD
David G. Earley
Lawrence S.C. Griffith, MD
Hamlin Pakradooni
Richard S. Thorpe

This issue of Concinnity was 
edited by Jennifer Kasoff

As you may know, the Andrus 
Family Fund (AFF) is driven by 
an appreciation of the need to pay 
attention- in one’s personal life 
as well as in organizational and 
social change - to what William 
Bridges calls “Transition” (see 
www.affund.org). His framework 
differentiates between change, 
which is something that happens 
at a point in time, and Transition, 
the process individuals, orga-
nizations or systems need to go 
through to effectively manage 
the actual change. As I look back 
at this last year, this framework 
seems particularly relevant for 
all of us. We have seen a lot of 
changes in our various family  
philanthropies and we are  
working through them.

Our most difficult change and 
loss was the death of AFF Board 
Member Mary Lowman in 
November, 2004. Mary is missed 
in so many ways. We are trying to 
keep alive the gentle, passionate 
and thoughtful ways in which she 
participated on the AFF board. 
During her tenure, Mary volun-
teered as an advisory board mem-
ber for one of our grantees,

the Child Welfare League of 
America’s (CWLA) Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and 
Questioning Youth (LGBTQ) 
project. This past January, AFF 
honored Mary by making a grant 
to CWLA to endow the Mary 
Lowman Summer Internship for 
a graduate student to work with 
CWLA on LGBTQ issues. 

September, 2005 brought the first 
scheduled AFF Board rotation. 
Ann Williams and Peter Benedict,  
II, stepped down after their two, 
three- year terms. They both did 
a splendid job in helping to cre-
ate and strengthen AFF. AFF has 
been working on this transition 
for almost two years. However, no 
matter how much we prepared, it 
remains difficult to lose our first 
two founding Board members. On 
the other hand, we are excited to 
welcome three new family mem-
bers to the Board: Davis Benedict, 
Angela Earley and Laurie Stavisky.

The other family Philanthropies 
also experienced many changes 
over the past year. John Hawkins 
became Surdna’s Board Chair  
 
 
 

in November 2004. This year 
also saw the resignations of Peter 
Benedict Sr. and Kit Davenport 
from their various family philan-
thropic boards. Peter had served 
on the Surdna Board since 1976, 
the Andrus on Hudson board 
since 1968, and the Helen Andrus 
Benedict Foundation since 1997. 
He had also served on Julia 
Dykman Andrus Memorial’s board 
from 1974 – 1995. Kit served on 
all four Boards since 1987. The 
loss to the Boards is as immea-
surable as were Kit’s and Peter’s 
contributions. And I feel the loss 
as well, of two gentlemen who 
eased my transition into my job(s), 
almost six years ago, and whose 
counsel and support I consistently 
valued. 

In another change, Surdna 
recently announced the appoint-
ment of Josie Lowman, the first 
fifth generation family member 
to its Board, and by the time this 
newsletter reaches you will have 
also added its first two non-family  
Board members. It will be inter-
esting to see in what ways the new 
mix will enrich the Board’s work. 

 

Kudos to Bob Hedlund, who 
volunteered his skills, time and 
services to help us make a huge 
transition from the old rickety 
family website to a new sophisti-
cated one he created. The site will 
allow family members to enter 
data directly about the family, 
announce events and list items 
of interest. It will also contain a 
searchable database containing 
contact information and much 
more for each family member. 
The website is www.andrusfami-
lysite.net. A new password will 
be mailed to you. We owe a large 
debt of gratitude to Bob.

I wish for each of us many 
positive changes in the year to 
come and the willingness to go 
through the transition process 
with grace and wisdom. For those 
of us who knew Mary, her spirit 
continues to guide us. 

Transition by Steven Kelban

Executive Director AFPP & AFF

Steven Kelban


